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Message from the Chairman
Welcome to 2017! After 
the political chaos of 
2016, I can?t hazard a 
guess where our 
politicians will lead the 
world this year! 

Who cares, I hear you 
cry! So long as the 
Pensioners Association 

continues to organise lunches and social 
gatherings us Pensioners have nothing to worry 
about? . do we? You will find a diary of events in 
the newsletter and many of our regular favourites 
are already being planned for later this year. 
However, I can?t help but notice that over the 
recent years we have started to lose some of our 
favourites, including the lunches in Bournemouth, 
Guildford and Haywards Heath and the annual 
Pensioners trip that used to be organised by Denis 
Armstrong. 

I would be failing in my duty as Chairman if I 
didn?t point out the realities of an organisation 
which is dependent on two key contributors. 
Firstly, ANZ for its continued financial support 
and secondly, and most importantly, you, our 
members, for your support.  It is this support, 
especially as Regional Liaison officers, 
Newsletter contributors or event organisers, 
which are so crucial to the success of the 
Association. I have therefore included a separate 

article in this Newsletter where I have outlined 
the areas where we would like your help to 
ensure the continued success of the association 
(see below "Your Association Needs You") 

I would welcome any feedback on how we can 
best manage or organise the voluntary help on 
which we are so dependant. 

In the meantime, I would also like to take this 
opportunity to express my sincere gratitude, on 
behalf of our members, to all those who have and 
continue to assist the Association in whatever 
capacity, for their support and contribution.

Whilst writing this, I am in contact with ANZ 
over our responsibilities under the evolving Data 
Protection legislation and our duties to protect 
any data we hold in respect of our members. This 
may involve some changes in the way we store 
and use our members contact and profile 
information. Watch this space, as we expect to be 
making some changes later this year and hope 
that we will be able to provide some clarification 
in our Summer or Autumn Newsletter.

In closing, a doctor examining a woman who had 
been rushed to the Emergency Room, took the 
husband aside, and said, 'I don't like the looks of 
your wife at all.' 'Me neither doc,' said the 
husband. 'But she's a great cook and really good 
with the kids.'

Peter Smith
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Your Association Needs You

For the Association to thrive, it is dependent on the help and support of members who are prepared to 
give up a little time to support the Association activities in various roles. While we have some 
immediate vacancies we are also conscious that a number of our existing volunteers will at some time in 
the not too distant future be looking to hand over their roles and hence the need for a bit of succession 
planning! We have listed below some of the roles and activities where we would be pleased to hear from 
anyone interested in helping us. 

Regional L iaison Officers: We currently have vacancies in the following areas: Midlands, Cambridge, 
Essex, South East London, North West London, Guildford and the West Sussex coast. The role generally 
involves nothing other than sending Christmas cards to their members once a year. For this all out of 
pocket expenses are reimbursed and RLO?s get free entry to the Annual reception and a free meal at any 
lunches that they organise (very optional). 

Technology Suppor t: We currently use two different types of online software. Firstly, we use ?Weebly? 
to maintain and host our website Secondly, we use Lucidpress (compatible with Windows and Apple) to 
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Welcome to the first Newsletter of 
2017.  Dreary January has gone 
already and I hope you managed to 
escape the dreadful colds and flu 
bugs that have been going around ? 
Now Spring is just round the corner, 
the days will be getting longer and 
hopefully by the time you are 
reading this Newsletter the sun will 

be shining ? yippee!! 

In our last Newsletter, I mentioned that I thought we were 
in for some interesting times ahead, how true that is proving 
to be!  There seems to be political mayhem all around us so 
we can only hope we will soon see some positive effects 
from it all ? fingers crossed!!  

As Peter says in the section ?Your Association Needs You?, 
I feel after six years as Editor it?s time to pass over the 
reins.  Before I retired, I spent some 30 years working in 
marketing for professional firms and one of the things I 
learnt from that experience is from time to time some things 
need fresh blood!   I have thoroughly enjoyed the role as 

Editor and whoever takes over I know will find the role 
(which Peter has outlined) equally rewarding.  As you know 
we only produce three editions of the Newsletter a year so 
it?s not too time consuming and is fun.  I will still be around 
and would be happy to work closely to help with the hand 
over. 

This is a big year for me as in May I will reach, embrace 
and enjoy another birthday milestone.  To start the 
celebrations in just under a week I?m off to get some winter 
sun for 2 weeks, which I?m really looking forward to.

A big thank you once again for all your letters and for the 
feedback you give - it is so lovely to hear from you all and 
many thanks to the growing number of contributors but as 
always, please keep your stories coming in, whether funny 
or serious and include photos where ever possible.  The 
deadline for the next edition of the Newsletter is on the 31st 
May 2017.

I?m looking forward to hearing from you and hopefully 
catching up with you at one or more of the upcoming social 
events. In addition to the Newsletter, details of all the 
forthcoming events and activities are also on the website 
www.anzpauk.co.uk.

With very best wishes.

Lynn (Williams)

Editorial
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Your Association Needs You (cont'd from p1)

assemble and design our newsletter publication before despatch to our printers. This role is currently performed principally by 
Tony Twohey, but we are looking for a backup and successor who can take over these roles. Whilst Tony is a member of the 
Association Committee, we do not consider that this is essential, especially as we are increasingly managing all our activities 
?on-line?.

Newsletter Editor : Lynn Williams has done an admirable job in seeing our newsletter evolve over the last six years and is 
looking to hand over the reins to another. The role is primarily around the collection and co-ordination of contributions and 
articles and working with the Chairman and committee on content and presentation and finally co-ordinating with our 
Technology support to produce the publication. This role would involve being a member of the committee which meets three 
times a year in the ANZ Canary Wharf office, as well as the AGM.  

Peter Smith
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Social

The next meeting will be held on the Wednesday 21 June at the usual time and venue; i.e. 3pm at the Mug House in Tooley Street 
near London Bridge. Attendees of these events are assured of a welcome by fellow pensioners with plenty to talk about aided by 
some fine ale and wines. All members and friends are very welcome. Photos from past meetings are available on the photo gallery 
page on our website.  

Peter Smith
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Minerva Club

Keith Fagandini and Simon Reid Bob Perryman and Gordon Coulthard Denise Murphy and Pat Letchford

 ?Back Row: Gwyn Price, David Ings, Andrew Downes, Tom Rogers (Hogg Robinson)

Next Row: Bert Webb, ?, Ian Shaw-Cotterill, ?, ?, Beryl Sutcliffe, Ivor Kirkham, Colin Haddow, Roger Davies, Johnny Kill

Next to Front: Norma Yates, Mike Jinks, Geoff Nutt, Cyril Langley, John Selfe, Hugh Waterhouse, Rita Cornish (Hogg Rob)- 
(Sitting in front of Colin Haddow.)

Front Row : Janet Potter, Janet Stewart, Jean Dunsby, Pam Kirkham, Rosemary Barnes, Irene Dolan.?

Letters, Articles etc

ANZ Branch London 1964/5
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 Passenger list ?Guildford Castle?dated 20th March 1920

Letters, Articles etc
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The 1919 Soldier Settlement Scheme in Kenya
Following the end of WW1 the British Government set up ?The Soldier Settlement Scheme 1919? which saw the allocation of 
land to ex British soldiers in Kenya colony (then known as British East Africa). The scheme applied to a small cross-section of the 
population who had served in an officially recognised imperial service unit in World War 1. The requirement to have significant 
financial reserves thinned out the majority of applicants and insured that this remained very much a ?public school colony par 
excellence?. My Paternal Grandfather a British soldier was a successful applicant for this scheme but had neither significant 
financial reserves nor public school education? he being a Cockney from the East End of London.

Recently researching my Family Tree I have traced the passenger list of the steamship ?Guildford Castle? dated 20th March 1920 
heading for Kenya on which are listed my paternal Grandfather aged 39, my Paternal Grandmother aged 30, my Father Albert 
aged 7 and his brother John. My Grandfather is shown on the passenger list under Profession/Occupation as ?Joiner? but 
eventually he joined East African Railways as indeed subsequently did my Father and his brother John. 

Tony Twohey
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Societies & Clubs

ANZ and Grindlays Ex-Services Association 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at the Hercules Pillars on 11 November 2016

Prior to the Commencement of the Annual General Meeting members attending mustered at 10.45am to pay their respects to fallen 
comrades and at 11.00am the Last Post was sounded, followed by two minutes silence, after which Reveille was played.

 

Present were: President David Gowers JP

Chairman Kenneth Spicer

Hon. Treasurer: David Gowers JP

Hon. Secretary: Kenneth Spicer (acting)

Committee Members: Norman Pidgeon MBE, Peter Newman

David Brooks

Plus Members: Ron Button, John Coleman, David Edgar and Freddie Gunn.

The meeting was opened by the Chairman who welcomed those present.

Apologies for absence had been received from Brian Cobb (Hon. Secretary)following a stroke and paralysis, Frank Muffty and 
Duncan Stewart.

Minutes of the previous Annual General Meeting held on Friday 6 November 2015 were not available due to sickness of our Hon. 
Secretary, Brian Cobb.

Matters Arising. Apart from those dealt with under their appropriate headings there were no other matters arising.

Treasurer?s Report.  Copies of the Verified Accounts for the year ended 30 September 2016, ( copy attached to the Minute Book 
copy of these Minutes) were circulated to the members present. David reported on the various items after which the Accounts 
were accepted by those present. David informed the meeting that he had received a letter from solicitors advising a bequest from 
the late Barbara McNaughton , a former pensioner of the Bank, for a sum of £2000 for the 50/50 Club and he has instructed 
themto transfer the bequest to the Associations Account.

With this bequest the Association would then hold sufficient funds to ensure payment of our regular donations to the service 
charities we support for the next four years.

Chairman?s Report  Ken?s report, subsequently published in the Christmas issue of the Pensioners? Association Newsletter, 
expressed concern at the problems we might have if we have to wind up the Association. Following discussions among those 
present the following resolutions were proposed and agreed unanimously.

Resolution 1 That the Association should be wound up following the Annual General Meeting and Reunion in 
November2019 (unless necessary before then), and that all remaining funds be distributed equally between the five charities 
regularly supported by the Association. 

Proposed by John Coleman, seconded by Ron Button and agreed unanimously.

Resolution 2 That all members of the Committee should be added to the signature list of those authorised to sign on behalf of 
the Association on the Associations Bank Accounts as soon as this can be arranged.

Proposed by Norman Pidgeon, seconded by Peter Newman and agreed unanimously.

Continued next page

Continued from previous page

Donations It was agreed that £200 be paid to each of the following charities as heretofore:

SSAFA

Not Forgotten Association

Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal

Gurkha Association

Royal Star and Garter Homes
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ANZ and Grindlays Ex-Services Association (cont'd from p5)

Election of Officers:With no others offering their services, the current Committee being willing to continue, with the exception of 
Brian Cobb, were elected en bloc. The Chairman agreed to carry out the duties of Hon. Secretary in the meantime. As a result it was 
proposed by Norman Pidgeon, and seconded by Peter Newman that the quorum for attending meetings should be reduced from four 
to three and that the number of Committee Meetings be reduced to three each year in January, June and October. This was agreed 
unanimously.

Membership: This now stands at 78 members after recording the deaths of John Watts, Alastair Thomson, Roland Isherwood, 
Les Crawford and Derek Cooley.

Any Other Business. David Brooks advised the meeting he would be visiting Brian Cobb in the home where he is recovering from 
his stroke and asked if the meeting would approve his taking a gift to him from the Association. This was agreed to up to the sum of 
£25.

There being no other matters to discuss the meeting closed at 12.37pm.and the members enjoyed drinks prior to sitting down for 
lunch.

Chairman........................................ Date.......................................
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ANZ Sports and Social Club
Bracklesham Bay

Booking can be made direct with Jeanette Nunn. The email address for bookings is brackleshambaybookings@gmail.com. Or 
contact Jeannette via her mobile +447597567566. Further information about the facilities and a calendar with current availability 
can be found on the noticeboard on our website http://www.anzpauk.co.uk/notice-board.html  

The Wine Club 

Provisional dates for this year?s Wine Club meetings are as follows:

Wednesday, 8th March

Tuesday, 6th June

Wednesday, 6th September

Tuesday, 28th November 

Contact details for the Wine Club are Kay Davis (Kay.Davis@anz.com) .

Peter Smith



 Page 7

Retirements

We welcome the following new members of our Association who have retired since publication of Newsletter 85. 

Bereavements
We  regret to report the deaths of the following pensioners since publication of Newsletter 85.

Spring 2017 No 86



 Page 8

Obituaries

BRIAN COBB

For those of you who have not heard we are sad to have to 
advise that Brian died on 26th November 2016 aged 86, 
following a stroke in July.

In 1948 Brian was called up for National Service in the 
Royal Navy and served in the Destroyers/Stores Unit until 
1956 when he was de-mobilised as a Leading Seaman 
(Articifer);  during this time he served in the Home Fleet 
and Bahrein. Back in civvy street he and his wife, Dorothy, 
ran a successful greengrocery  business and in 1968 Brian 
joined National and Grindlay?s Bank serving in Securities, 
Deposits and Current Account Departments. He left the 
Bank in 1980.

Those who knew Brian would agree that he was quietly 
spoken, very friendly, and always willing to help. He 
became a committee member and since the late nineties had 

done sterling work as the Association?s Secretary. He, like 
others of us, was keen to see the Association through to its 
centenary in 2019 but unfortunately this was not to be. 

Brian was also a keen supporter of the regional lunches of 
the Pensioners? Association, and apart from being a keen 
gardener, he enjoyed his work with the Masons? 
organisations to which he belonged. Brian left his body to 
medical science. Dorothy died in 2010, and he leaves a 
daughter, Gillian, whose first grandchild was born just five 
hours before Brian died.

We shall all miss him very much.

David Gowers

President, 

Ex-Services Association

The content of members' Articles  in this Newsletter does not necessarily reflect the views of the Editor, Committee or members of the 
Association

40 Bank Street, Canary Wharf, London E14 5EJ | E-mail: ANZLondon.Pensioners@anz.com | Website: www.anzpauk.co.uk

Pensioners?  dedicated Telephone No. 0203-229-2777

Minerva Club

The meetings for 2017 will be held on the Wednesday 15 March and 21 June and Friday 1 December at the usual time and venue; 
i.e. 3pm at the Mug House in Tooley Street near London Bridge. Attendees of these events are assured of a welcome by fellow 
pensioners with plenty to talk about aided by some fine ale and wines. All members and friends are very welcome. Photos from 
past meetings are available on the photo gallery page on our website.  

London Lunch 

After the success of last year?s event, this has been provisionally arranged for Monday 3 July at the same venue as last year, TAS 
restaurant in Borough High Street near London Bridge. Details will be sent out in May to all who have attended this event 
previously. Otherwise if you wish to be included in this notification, please send your contact details to Peter Smith 
(pjsmgb@btinternet.com)

AGM and Annual Par ty 

We have rebooked the Gary Weston Library at Southwark Cathedral for the AGM and Annual Party on Wednesday 6 September 
from 1.30pm and 2pm respectively. Further details and invitations will be despatched with the Summer Newsletter in July.

Scotland Lunch

This lunch will be held on Thursday 5 October in the New Club, Princes Street, Edinburgh, If you would like to be included for this 
event please get in touch with Jock Laing via email (jock@aldertree.co.uk) or telephone 01330 822854.

Orpington and Hayes Lunch

The Orpington and Hayes regions are planning a combined lunch at the Bromley Court Hotel, Bromley Hill, Bromley BR1 4JD and 
have set a provisional date for Wednesday 25th October 2017 at 12 for lunch at 1pm. Further details will be included in the next 
Newsletter and on the website once details have been confirmed.

Notes for your Diary 2017
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