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PENSIONERS' ANNUAL 
RECEPTION

  W hen:       Fr iday,  July 17th,2020 12pm  to 5pm

    W here:     ANZ Bank  Conference Room s

                            27th Floor , 40 Bank  Street, Canary W har f,  

                               London E14 5EJ

   Featur ing:   - Cold for k  buffet lunch

                             - W ine, beer ,soft  dr inks,tea & coffee

                             - Address on behal f of  the ANZ Group      
           Executive               

     Cost:             £15 (Free for  RLOs) 

To confirm your attendance please complete & return the slip enclosed 
with this newsletter which also includes directions to the venue.

Annual Reception and AGM
We are pleased to confirm that we have been offered the use of the Bank?s offices and caterers for 
our Annual Reception and AGM again this year. The Annual Reception will be held on Friday 17 
July from 12 until 5pm. Full details and instructions on how to accept the invitation are shown 
below.

The AGM will be held on Friday 18 September at 1.30pm in the Bank's premises in Canary 
Wharf. Full details and associated papers will be published in the Summer Newsletter.

N.B I f you have opted not to receive a pr inted copy of the Newsletter and wish to 
attend the Annual Reception please complete and submit an application form as 
instructed on the " Notice Board"  of our website.
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Message from the Chairman

Editorial 

Spring 2020 No 95

I hope you all had a happy and peaceful Christmas and New Year and are enjoying the start of a new 
decade. I would like to say we have every reason to be optimistic, but alas there seems to be a few 
obstacles ? . the incessant rain and wind and a worrying spread of a mysterious virus. Let?s hope that 
this is just a short-term glitch and spring will bring a respite from all the bad news? .

One of our members told me recently that their forthcoming cruise had been cancelled due to the 
Coronavirus. I was sorry to hear that, I say, and proceeded to tell him that the wife and I had just 
returned from a fabulous break in the Canaries. After I had given him the details, he proceeded to 
book the same holiday for him and his wife in March. 2 days later, I read about the apocalyptic 
sandstorm that has hit the islands and 2 days after that I hear that a hotel in Tenerife has gone into a 

Coronavirus lockdown. The Smith travel agency is now closed indefinitely!

There are plenty of reasons to be positive in 2020. For the Pensioners? Association, we have lots of social events lined up and 
details will be found elsewhere in the Newsletter. Worthy of note is the kind offer from ANZ to allow us to use their offices 
again for our Annual Reception in July, an additional Minerva Club meeting in September and, also in September, the chance 
to participate in a round of Golf at Hever Castle Golf Club.

On a sadder note, I was sorry to learn that Diana Brightmore-Armour was leaving the Bank. I was able to catch up with her 
before she left and I took the opportunity to thank her on our behalf for her support as our patron and to wish her well with her 
future endeavours.

This Newsletter also includes an obituary for Mike Tong who sadly passed away in December. Mike was a long-term member 
of the Pensioners' Association and served as Chairman for several years in the 1990?s.

You will have read in the last Newsletter our tribute to David Valentine. Along with many former colleagues and friends, I 
attended a Service of Thanksgiving for his life held in London in early January. This was a wonderful occasion and, judging 
by the feedback I have heard since, David would have appreciated the day and the support from so many family members, 
colleagues and friends.

I also note the Ex-Services Association (ESMA) held their 100th reunion in November. What a wonderful achievement by all 
those involved by managing to keep it going for so long, especially Ken Spicer and David Gowers. Sadly, they resolved to 
wind up the Association at this meeting, although surviving members have vowed to continue meeting informally.

In closing. A member gave his wife a bracelet for Christmas and said, ?I?d like you to have this, it belonged to my 
grandmother.? She replied, ?It?s very nice dear but why does it have a message saying do not resuscitate??

Peter Smith

Rain, rain, go away and come again another year!! I am sure these words ring true for many of us. I am 
sitting writing my note for the newsletter whilst looking out the window when, for the third weekend in a 
row, storms are battering the country. I hope that you and your families have all stayed safe during these 
times. How different to this time last year when I wrote that the sun was shining and the temperature was 
hitting 20 degrees!

Our thoughts are also with those with family, friends and colleagues in Australia who have been affected 
by the awful fires and we send them all our best wishes.

There is good news in that mornings are getting lighter and the evenings are getting longer and it?s only a 
short time until the clocks change. Oh I do love these brighter mornings.

It has not been a quiet start to this new decade.We?ve had the Brexit signing (at last), then the Megxit story and now we are all 
faced with Coronavirus and how it might affect our lives this year. Let us hope that a vaccine can be developed, tested and 
produced soon.

In the meantime once you have made your way through the Newsletter please take a moment to sign up for one or more of the 
social functions that your Committee and RLOs have been busy putting together for 2020 and, as always, I look forward to 
catching up with many of you at these occasions during the year.

Please do keep the stories coming for the Newsletter along with any photos to go with your article.

Kind regards

Mary

mary.lipscombe@btinternet.com
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Diana Brightmore-Armour leaves ANZ
We advise members that our Patron, Diana Brightmore-Armour, left ANZ in 
December. Diana joined ANZ in 2013 as Deputy CEO America in New York and was 
appointed CEO for UK and Europe in London in May 2014.

Throughout her time in London Diana has been a strong supporter of the Pensioners? 
Association and its activities. In particular, she ensured ANZ?s support for our 
extensive project to implement the recent Data Protection legislation and the 
associated changes to our Constitution.

Under these changes, Diana became the first Patron of the ANZ Pensioners? 
Association. We will miss her topical and insightful contribution when she addressed 

members at our annual reception.

Diana has been appointed an independent non-executive director on the board of C. Hoare & Co. She has also held the 
position of non-executive director at Berkeley Group Holdings since 2014.

ANZ are expected to announce the appointment of her replacement in the coming weeks.

Peter Smith

Social

The next meetings will be held on Wednesday 17 June, Friday 18 September (after the AGM) and Friday 27 November. Please 
note that following the change of date for the AGM, we have added an additional meeting in September.

The Minerva Club meetings will be held at the usual time and venue; i.e. 3pm at the Mug House in Tooley Street near London 
Bridge. Attendees of these events are assured of a warm welcome by fellow pensioners with plenty to talk about aided by some 
fine ale and wines. All members and friends are very welcome.

Our last meeting in 2019 had to be cancelled at the very last moment on account of the terrorist incident on London Bridge 
which led to the total lock down of the London Bridge area minutes before our scheduled start time. Those who had aborted 
travel plans to attend the meeting have been offered a free drink at the March Meeting!

Peter Smith

 Minerva Club  

Forthcoming Social Events

Events Diary for 2020
Please note the change to the date for the AGM which, as advised elsewhere in this Newsletter, will now be held at the ANZ 
Bank premises in Canary Wharf on Fr iday 18 September.

Minerva Club                                                   Wednesday 17 June

                                                                         Friday 18 September

                                                                         Friday 27 November

Annual Reception                                            Friday 17 July

AGM                                                               Friday 18 September

Lunches                                                           London Monday  7 September*

                                                                         Mid and West Sussex Thursday 24 September*

                                                                         Scotland Wednesday 7 October

                                                                         Orpington and Hayes  Thursday 22 October

*Provisional dates
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Societies & Clubs . 
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Golf Day at Hever Castle Golf Club 
I am pleased to announce that I have booked a limited number of tee slots on Friday 25 September. Whilst this is not an official 
or exclusive Pensioners' Association event all members are welcome,

The format for the day will comprise:

9.00 am : Bacon roll and coffee/tea on arrival

10.00 am: 18 holes on the Hever Castle GC championship course

2.30 pm (approx.) : Sandwiches and chips. Prizes.

Estimated cost for the day will be between £50 and £60.

Anyone who would like to play should contact Peter Smith (pjsmgb@btinternet.com).

Peter Smith

ANZ Sports and Social Club

ANZ Wine Society - Provisional dates for 2020

Wednesday 3rd June

Tuesday 1st  or Wednesday 2nd  September

Wednesday 2nd December

If anyone has any questions or needs more information please contact Kay Davis on kayaydavis@hotmail.com or 
sandscevents@gmail.com
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ANZ and Grindlays Ex-Services Association (ESMA)
The Association was able to celebrate our 100th Reunion on the 8 November 2019 at the Hercules Pillar Public House in 
Holborn. Sadly, only seven members of the Association were able to attend accompanied by four ladies and the son of one of 
our departed members.

The meeting commenced with the usual tribute and two-minute silence for our fallen comrades, followed by the AGM of the 
Association, before drinks and  lunch were provided.

I have to report that the minutes of the Association record that, by a unanimous vote, a Resolution was passed calling for the 
Committee to commence the winding up of the Association?s affairs and arrange for any remaining funds, after the deduction 
of any expenses, to be shared equally by our usual charities and after which the Association will cease to exist.

We must record our grateful thanks to all those who, over many years, have enabled the Association to reach this landmark 
anniversary.

Those attending the Reunion were: David Gowers (President and Treasurer), Ken Spicer (Chairman and Secretary), Peter 
Newman and Norman Pidgeon ( Committee Members), Ron Button, John Coleman and Dave Edgar (Members), who were 
accompanied by Beryl Gowers, Wendy Pidgeon, Pam Brackpool, Sally Gunn and her son Jason.

As an added note, some of us agreed that we would like to meet up, informally, sometime in the spring or summer and I shall 
try to find a suitable venue where we can meet without having to travel too far. If anyone is interested in joining us for such a 
get-together, please let me know.

Ken Spicer

Tel: 01304 363340, Email kenneth.spicer7@btinternet.com

Note: The Chairman?s repor t and the ESMA AGM Minutes have been posted on the ANZ Pensioners' website 
noticeboard.

Societies & Clubs 
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Hello everyone. This is a little update on the house and what we have been doing over the past 12 months. As you know the 
house is very exposed being right on the beach and things deteriorate very quickly with the salt weather. The Sky dish has only 
been erected around 18 months ago and is already showing signs of rust and corrosion! We have just had the external side and 
back wall repointed which hopefully will last for 10/15 years. This was a significant outlay for the Sports and Social Club 
which is now totally self-funding, but with all those renting this fabulous asset we hope to recoup some of the finances to help 
with the improving and updating of The Mariner.

We have recently replaced the sofas in the lounge and have been gradually redecorating the house. Our aim is to have all the 
house redecorated and to replace the bedroom carpets by the end of 2020. We can only do this with the aid of Pensioners and 
Staff  continuing to rent out the property as many of you have over the past years.

All the details of  the house can be found on the following website  along with the calendar which will show current 
availability:

https://brackleshambaybookings4.webnode.com

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=5e4cv2pr6v0e9gifogfln0di84%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz

Please note that we have been forced to limit the occupancy at any one time to a maximum of ten people. Greater occupancy 
will invalidate our Insurance cover and also puts an increasing strain on services.

The rates are as follows:

1st January to 31st March - £55.00 a night

1st April to 30th May - £80.00 a night

1st June to 30th June - £90.00 a night

1st July  to 31st August - £110 a night

1st September to 30th September - £85.00 a night

1st October to 31st December - £55.00 a night

Christmas, New Year and Easter  -  £110.00 a night

Please send your requests by email only to Jeanette Nunn at the following email address:

Brackleshambaybookings@gmail.com

We look forward to hearing from you with regards to booking the house in the very near future.

Jeanette Nunn

On behalf of the ANZ Sports and Social Club

Societies & Clubs 

 BRACKLESHAM BAY ? THE MARINER



Members Letters/Articles:

Dave Cooper (Former ANZ messenger)

Dave Cooper took these photos in 1963 of some of his colleagues in their mess during their lunch break. As many of us 
will remember during these times Messengers were a key part of keeping correspondence and  financial transactions 
moving around the City.

From left to right: Fred ?Jock? Rogers (Yorkshire House, Lift Man), Jeff Clayton, Frank Moore, Stan Kidd (Left the Bank 
and emigrated to New Zealand in late 1963) and Tom Hannant (Front Reception Desk)

From left to right:

Back row, Charley Bluett (Reception Desk at Inward Bills Dept), Bill ?Jock? Falls (Front Reception Desk-Standby 
Help), George Gifford (In-house role),John Howes  (Bank of England Messenger), Len Smith, Ron Grimes and Tom 
Hannant.

Front row, Stan Boxley (Chauffeur to the Directors), Ted Hurrell (General Messenger & Standby Driver) and Stan 
Kidd.

Posing by the ventilator to the main safe.

Some staff enjoying a round of cards, probably 
nap, whilst the others looked on.

Ron Button - "Big Noise?" in 1956 in Bombay
A customer with a booming voice that could be heard throughout the Mint Road, Bombay Branch and who was a major 
paper importer liked me very much. We were the best of friends.Whenever he was in the Bank he would come upstairs 
for a ?noisy? chat and offer me homely advice which could be clearly heard and maybe enjoyed by those elsewhere in 
the Bank, near and far.

During one visit in 1956 he offered birth control advice ? which brought banking business to a bit of a standstill ? so I 
steered him away by telling him I was leaving the following week to become Manager of the Simla branch ? known as 
Shimla today.

Horrified, he demanded to know who would be looking after his business in my place and added that he would come to 
the railway station to see us off, with a bucket. I couldn?t see why I would need a bucket to go to Delhi, and from there 
to Simla, but you never know.

As we sat in the train waiting to leave he showed up ? carrying a gorgeous bunch of flowers for my wife Gwenda ? 
what you and I would call a bouquet!

Spring 2020 No 95  Page 7



Members Letters/Articles:

Alan Fairlie (former E S & A staff member)
As a past member of the staff of the English, Scottish and Australian Bank (E.S. and A. 
Bank) from 1956 to 1963 before joining Lloyds Bank, I read the ANZ Bank Newsletter with 
interest, although most of my contemporaries are, sadly, passing on to that big bank up 
above! However, amongst my memorabilia is a green medal in the shape of a small shield 
with the inscription around the edge "Australasian Banks Sports Club" plus a picture of a 
Kangaroo and a Kiwi on the front. On the reverse is inscribed "Cross Country, 2nd Team, 
1957". I was a member of a team of three representing the E. S. and A. Bank that came 
second - thus my having this medal! I am wondering as to whether there is an archive (?) of 
old ES&A/ANZ memorabilia who might be interested in having this item and, if there is, 
perhaps they can let me know.? 

Just as an aside to this, my daughter married an Aussie and lives at Kiama Downs NSW on 
the coast around 100 kms south of Sydney and I visit her there about every two years. 
Whilst thoroughly enjoying my trips (the next one will be for the 18th time) I do feel a bit 
sad when I speak to people there who know the name "Esanda" as a finance company very 
well, but do not realise the significance of its origin. Maybe I am being too sentimental?

Please pass my regards to any of your readers that remember me from my Gracechurch 
Street days (number 5 and then number 55).

Editor?s Note:We are pleased to note that we put Alan in touch with the Manager of the ANZ 
Group Archive and Museum in Melbourne and that Alan sent his medal to them where it has 
been safely received and will be put on display.

Roger Taylor on behalf of the Last of the Summer Wine Club
It?s Monday morning on the 25th November at 11.30am and we were meeting for a swift pint in the Jamaica Inn and 
then on to Simpsons in Cornhill (would 
you like a sausage?) for our gathering.

The new boy and girl to join the group 
were Ken Hazell, looking very slim, and 
Mrs Leyton Orient aka Lottie Gatward.

It was lunch only and lasting less time 
than in the old days - lots of toilet breaks!

Pictured left row from the front:Roger 
Brinsford ((Brinny), Colin Coleman 
(Snake) Lottie Gatward (The German) 
and Roger Taylor (Bassett)

Right row from front:David Kemp (DK) 
Chris Allen (Genie) Peter Brenchley 
(Moonbeam) and Ken Hazell (Sgt Major)

Lots of memories and the fact DK looks 
gloomy is because he had been relegated 
to the naughty table to fit us all in.

The following were a couple of stories 
amongst many that emerged during lunch.

- In the 1960s Les Flatman and Robin Shaw-Cotterill were cashiers in ANZ 71 Cornhill and on the first day of 
placing name plates on the counter to identify the Chief Cashier and Cashiers, a customer was heard to remark 
' that's good we have Flatman and Robin to serve us'

- A lady customer came in to purchase some traveller?s cheques and when asked ?what denomination?? she 
replied 'I'm Church of England'

Spring 2020 No 95  Page 8
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Members Letters/Articles:

Petts Wood Operatic Society Production
We have been asked to include the flyer below for the forthcoming production of Made in Dagenham at the Rose 
Theatre in Sidcup. Many of our members will be aware that former ANZ?er John Coleman is a member of the Petts 
Wood Operatic Society.

Obituaries

Paul Newman (30 September 1929 - 19 December 2019)

We were saddened to learn of the passing of Paul Newman who had been a 
member of the Association since his retirement in 1988. He had originally 
worked for the National Bank of India and during his retirement had served as 
our Regional Liaison officer for the Orpington Area.

Paul was a keen jazz fan since his 20?s and a regular attendee at the jazz nights 
at the Orpington Liberal Club.

He leaves a widow, Marjorie and 2 children, Clive and Guy
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Obituaries:

Mike Tong (21 April 1932 ? 10 December 2019)
Many former colleagues and friends will be saddened by the news of Mike?s passing late last year after several years suffering 
from dementia.

He will be remembered above all for his outstanding contribution to the evolution of ANZ?s emergence as a key player in the 
international Aussie and Kiwi dollar foreign exchange markets in the US, UK and Hong Kong.

Mike joined ANZ in the fifties in the Foreign Exchange (FX) department at 71 Cornhill in the City, as a trainee dealer. Mike 
was part of  an elite team of traders who built the reputation of the ANZ from scratch in the FX market at that time.

Mike made steady progress in developing his expertise and became progressively more 
senior such that in 1976 he was entrusted with the responsibility of setting up the entire 
dealing operation for the Bank in New York when ANZ opened its first American office. 
The following year in 1977 he was entrusted with a similar task when the ANZ opened an 
office in Los Angeles, and in 1979 completed the setup of the Hong Kong Branch, where he 
used to sign off as ?Hong Kong Tong?. At the same time, 
he and Charles Comport were the brains behind a 
revolutionary interest arbitrage foreign exchange product 
aka Intarbi. Mike, together with Dick Milnthorpe and 
Warren Taylor, played a vital role in the automation of the 
Bank's treasury operations.

In the early eighties Mike became the Manager of the 
entire dealing operation in London and when the ANZ took over Grindlays Bank, he became 
responsible for all the trading operations in London and Europe.

Mike retired in 1990 and joined the ANZ Pensioners' Association Committee where he 
served as Chairman for several years in the 90?s. Throughout his life he was a key member 
of his local village community in Kent and especially the village cricket team as coach, 
player and supporter.

He leaves a widow, Betty and two children, Louise and Andrew.

Dick Milnthorpe, Warren Taylor and Peter Smith

John Murray Miller (11 June 1942 ? 5th January 2020)
John who will be known to many sadly passed away on 5 January 2020 after an illness of 
many months.

John was born in Scotland in 1942. His banking career started with Bank of Scotland, 
then after two years? training in London with National and Grindlays Bank, he 
transferred to Calcutta in 1963 and then on to New Delhi in India. From there he was 
assigned to West Pakistan and East Pakistan, followed by postings in Zambia, Hong 
Kong, London, France, Japan, Jordan and Kenya. While in Kenya, he was part of the 
senior management team that transferred to Standard Bank of South Africa on their 
take-over of the African network in 1992. John continued his nomadic existence with the 
Standard Bank moving him to Tanzania, South Africa, Zambia, Zaire (Congo), before 
retiring as MD Uganda.

John never forgot his Scottish heritage and was a member of the Scottish Caledonian 
Societies in all his postings. During his teen years he spent summers in France where his 

hosts insisted he spoke only French and this held him in good stead during his postings to France and Zaire and during 
retirement  when  he spent a great deal of  time in France. His other loves were travel and rugby. He travelled the world 
keeping contact with family and friends and watching Scotland and others play rugby. John was married to his American wife 
Jane for over 50 years and is survived by two sons Neil and Craig.

Archie Mears
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Bereavements
We  regret to report the deaths of the following members since publication of Newsletter 94

New Members

We welcome the following new members of our Association who have joined since publication of Newsletter 94



The content of members' Articles  in this Newsletter does not necessarily reflect the views of the Editor, Committee or 
members of the Association

ANZ Pensioners' Association UK

40 Bank Street, Canary Wharf, London E14 5EJ 

 E-mail: admin@anzpauk.co.uk | Website: www.anzpauk.co.uk

Pensioners?  dedicated Telephone No. 0203-229-2777
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Noticeboard
- Please send articles and/or 

photos of items of interest for 
the newsletter to The Editor, 
Mary Lipscombe, via email to 
mary.lipscombe@btinternet.com 
or mail hard copies to ANZ 
Pensioners? Association UK, 40 
Bank Street, Canary Wharf, 
London E14 5EJ.

- I f there is anything else you 
would like to see included in the 
newsletter please let us know at 
admin@anzpauk.co.uk or send 
to the address above.

- Publishing deadlines for the 
rest of 2020 are:  31st May &  
31st October

- Don?t forget that under new 
Society rules if you have any 
ex-colleagues who worked for 
the Bank for more than 7 years 
and have reached the age of 55 
and even if they haven?t taken 
an ANZ pension they are still 
entitled to join the ANZ 
Pensioners? Association and 
should contact us at 
admin@anzpauk.co.uk or write 
to ANZ Pensioners? Association 
UK, 40 Bank Street, Canary 
Wharf, London E14 5EJ.

- Please diar ise dates mentioned 
in the Newsletter with regards to 
events as it would be good to see 
as many of you as possible in 
2020

- If anyone is interested in 
becoming an RLO or serving on 
the Committee please contact 
the Association ? details can be 
found above

From the Archive ? Gr indlays Forum Spor ts Page 1981
 (with apologies for the photo quality) 

Basket Ball B Team

Back Row: Maralyn Ellis, Christine Dennis Dawn Lewis and Janet Whiteman.
Front row: Linda Campbell, Helen Spillane, Debbie Dodds, and Debbie Weatherley

Gillespie Table Tennis Team

Left to Right: Kelvin Cuffy, Jean Fenton, Paul Taylor Debbie Pyne and Paul Turner

Grindlays Bank Football Club ? 1st XI

Back: Graham Moat (Capt.), Peter Martin, John Hall, Malcom Anderson, Steve Stewart 
and Roy Gibbs; Front: Gary Burman, Tom Turney, Tony Hamm, John Bowes, and Bob 

Verschoyle
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